
Pastor Scott 
Duffus says 
that the coolest 
thing he does in 
his ministry as 
pastor for Grace 
Lutheran, Trip-
oli, is to lead 
conirmation. 
It’s also one of 
his biggest chal-
lenges, especial-
ly inding a way 
to build rela-
tionships with 
the conirma-
tion students. 

One of Duffus’ 
solutions was to 
create a summer 
conirmation 
camp in which 
he, the students 
and their par-
ents could live, 
play and worship together as a com-
munity to get to know one another 
through shared experiences. 

“I get to know the kids in a way that 
I can’t know them in just an hour 
and a half on Wednesday nights,” 
Duffus says. “After spending four 
days with them I have a good sense 
of how they operate, who they are 
connected with, and who is going to 
require a little extra attention.”

Conirmation camp has been a 

long-standing tradition for Grace 
Lutheran students, but four years 
ago Duffus decided to tap his pas-
sion for endurance sports and out-
door adventures to create his own 
conirmation camp, rather than 
to send the students to an outside 
camp. 

“From my standpoint, relationship 
building with the kids is the most 
important thing I can do with a 
conirmation camp,” Duffus says. 
“We cook food together, hang out 
together and do outdoor activities 

together, and I’m 
in the middle of 
all that with the 
other adults. For 
me, it’s not about 
the content, as 
much as the rela-
tionship.”

The four-day 
camp offers opportunities for the 
group to kayak down a river, go 
swimming, take hikes, build camp-
ires, and share devotions and re-
lection time. The kids and adults 
work together on outdoor service 
projects. This last year the group 
did trail maintenance at Ingawanis 
Woodlands County Park near Wa-
verly. They sleep in three 25-foot 
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Scott Dufus

Rain always makes an appearance during Grace Lutheran’s Conirma-
tion Camp, according to Pastor Scott Dufus. The annual camp helps the 
Tripoli students and leaders get to know one another in preparation for a 
new year of conirmation. 
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Congregations build on community to transform conirmation
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teepees that Duffus made and the 
group set up around Eagle Lodge at 
Ingawanis Woodlands. 

“We have wonderful parents who 
stay every night until the next morn-
ing, and we recruit other parents 
to spend the day with us,” Duffus 
says. “When the parents come and 
are a part of the camp, they, too, 
establish relationships with the kids 
in a different way than if they just 
see the kids at school or when they 
come over to visit.”

Duffus says that one of his goals 
is to get to know the new group of 
seventh graders and see how they 
interact with the eighth graders. 
“A new personality is born when a 
new group comes in, and another 
personality is born when we put the 
two groups together,” Duffus says. 
“I try to igure out what that person-
ality looks like and how we will ap-
proach that during the conirmation 
year. What works one year, might 
not work so well the next year.”

Duffus uses the “Faith Inkubators” 
conirmation curriculum and makes 
adjustments to it the needs of the 
students. This past year they met 

Wednesday evenings, starting with a 
meal that Duffus and his wife pre-
pare. This year’s group will have 24 
students, so much of their learning 
will be done in small groups with 
the help of adult leaders.

Sharing the meals together helps 
Duffus and his wife get to know the 
kids, which is especially important 
for the students who were not able 
to attend conirmation camp. “For 
the kids that don’t go to the camp, 
it can take a good half of the year 
before I get a sense of what’s going 
on with them and what makes them 
tick,” Duffus says.

 Leading a camp based on outdoor 
activities its Duffus’ interests, but 
he says that other pastors can do 
the same thing based on what-
ever interests them. “Every pastor 
doesn’t need to know how to kayak 
or sew teepees,” Duffus says. “In 
the end what matters and what is 
worthwhile is that the kids see what 
is important to you. Different things 
click for different people.”

Duffus says that he probably gets 
a lot more from the camps than 
the kids do. “They like it and enjoy 

being part of it, but I learn more 
about them than anything, and that 
helps me be a better pastor.”

Communion partners share  

conirmation

A few years ago, 
Pastor Grant 
Woodley was 
looking for a 
way to give the 
conirmation pro-
gram of First Lu-
theran, Clarion, 
a fresh start. He 
reached out to 
his colleague Pastor Bill Kem, who 
serves the nearby Presbyterian and 
United Church of Christ churches, 
to see what he was doing. They dis-
covered that they each had only a 
handful of conirmation students at 
the time, so they brainstormed how 
they could lead a conirmation pro-
gram together.

“Our hope was that sharing a few 
more students in each other’s 
classes would help enrich the class 
discussion,” Woodley says. 

The irst year of the joint conirma-
tion focused on the Bible, so they 
used the “Faith Inkubators” cur-
riculum. Since then, the pastors 
have settled on using The Lutheran 
Handbook and its sister publication, 
The Presbyterian Handbook.

“The books share a lot of the same 
authors and same materials, so 
it works pretty well for the three 
churches together,” Woodley says.

The pastors worked out the logistics 
for the classes to meet at the Pres-

>> Continued on page 3

Grant woodley

Conirmation students from Grace Lutheran, Tripoli, enjoy a river loat together as part of the an-
nual four-day conirmation camp led by Pastor Scott Dufus. 
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This article may sound like it is 
about my beloved, Ruth.

That is not my intent.

I want to give thanks for all of the 
church musicians who serve the 
church, sometimes without receiv-
ing many words of gratitude.

The anthem on Sunday lasts fewer 
than ive minutes. Behind those 
moments are hours of music selec-
tion and rehearsals.

Whenever we visit our daughter in 
Colorado, we spend those hours 
driving through the endless miles 
of Nebraska reviewing music for 
Ruth’s choirs. She thinks of the 
people, personalities and voices in 
the choir. Ruth wonders how hard 
they can be pushed to learn some-

thing very 
new.

Then she 
decides and 
rehearses. 
Her great-
est gifts are 
that she 
has commitments that the choir 
will never fail and that they will 
always make music. Her excellent 
musicianship, patience and ability 
to teach make those things happen. 
Some in the choir say that it is the 
highlight of their week. Another 
claims that the choir saved his life. 
I think that he is right.

Ruth retired as church choir direc-
tor at the end of the last school 
year. People expressed their grati-
tude for all that she has done. It 

gives me 
the chance 
to offer my 
thanksgiving for all church musi-
cians.

Oh, yea, I guess this article is about 
Ruth, as well as all those who serve 
as church musicians.

Thank you for all that you give to 
the church that we love.

— Steven L. Ullestad 
 Bishop, Northeastern Iowa Synod

BIshoP

Thank you for bringing music to church

“The anthem on Sunday lasts 

fewer than ive minutes. Behind 

those moments are hours of 

music selection and rehearsals.”

byterian Church, with both pastors 
present to lead the lessons and take 
turns organizing them. If one pastor 
is sick or has to miss a session, the 
other pastor is already a built-in 
sub. Most of the time the students 
meet as one group, but sometimes 
meet in separate groups with their 
own pastor. 

“We came to realize there are theo-
logical and Biblical reasons to do 
this conirmation together – espe-
cially in the current political and 
cultural climate – to show the stu-
dents that they share so much more 
in common that we can celebrate 
and highlight, rather than what’s 
different about them,” Woodley 
says. “We can model for the stu-
dents the ways we might disagree, 

but that it’s not a barrier to a fruit-
ful and loving relationship. That has 
become important as we share this 
program.”

A total of nine students from the 
three congregations attended last 
year’s conirmation classes. Wood-
ley says that the kids have been the 
easy part of making the joint con-
irmation program work, since they 
all go to school together and already 
know each other. If there has been 
any challenging part, Woodley says 
it has been getting his congregation 
to understand why offering a joint 
program like this is helpful. People 
have questioned how it can be a 
Lutheran conirmation if half the 
students are not Lutheran.

“We use the Bible and the Lu-
theran theological foundations 
found in the Confessions and the 
catechisms, and I’m a trained Lu-
theran pastor who is there every 
time,” Woodley says. The pastors 
make sure that any rites related to 
conirmation or baptism are done 
separately within each church. 
Such questions also provide a great 
opportunity for all involved to learn 
about our Lutheran ecumenical 
relationships.

The Presbyterian and United 
Church of Christ churches are 
full communion partners with the 
ELCA, which, Woodley says, has 
helped ease the sharing process. 

Congregations build on community to transform conirmation
<< Continued from page 2

>> Continued on page 5
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share your service day photos
“God’s work. Our hands.” 

Sunday, Sept. 9, 2018

Pastors, deacons, lay 
leaders and volunteers 
are invited to share 
photos and summaries 
of the activities their 
congregations will be 
doing for the eLCa’s “God’s work. our hands.” dedicated day of 
service.

The day is designated as a time for eLCa congregations to 
reach out to their communities to do service projects as a 
witness to others. 

Share photos on Facebook and other social media sites and 
email them to the synod oice for possible use in an upcoming 
issue of the Star and on the synod Facebook page. Photos and 
descriptions can be sent to hahnm@neiasynod.org.

noRTheasTeRn Iowa synod 

Bishop Steven L. Ullestad – ullestads@neiasynod.org 

Assistants to the Bishop  
 Rev. Mark A. Anderson – andersonm@neiasynod.org 
 Rev. Stephen Brackett – bracketts@neiasynod.org 
 Linda J. Hudgins – hudginsl@neiasynod.org 
ELCA Director for Evangelical Mission  
 Rev. Dr. Joelle Colville-Hanson – colville-hansonj@neiasynod.org 
Star Editor  
 Marcia Hahn – hahnm@neiasynod.org 
 

The Star is published 11 times a year by the Northeastern Iowa Synod,  
201 20th Street SW, PO Box 804, Waverly, IA 50677-0804; 
www.neiasynod.org, phone 319-352-1414, FAX 319-352-1416. 
 

Send news for the October 2018 issue to Marcia Hahn by Sept. 10. 
We welcome story ideas related to the 2018 theme, “Celebrating 
Renewal: Philip Melanchthon — Education.” 
 

Articles in this newsletter may be duplicated for  
use in synod congregations and organizations,  
with credit to the Star newsletter. 
 

Please notify the synod ofice with name and  
address changes. To receive an electronic version  
of the Star, rather than paper, send your request  
to hahnm@neiasynod.org. www.neiasynod.org

Join the Fall Leadership event
Saturday, Sept. 22, 2018  

St. Paul’s, waverly 

Lay and rostered members are invited to attend the 
Fall Leadership event to learn about synod ministries 
and networks, join a network, and plan projects for 
the coming year. The event will be Saturday, Sept. 
22, 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., at St. Paul’s Lutheran, 
waverly. 

Network members connect throughout the year 
through emails, Facebook, Skype, and conference 
calls. The synod networks are Companion Synod-
hungary, Companion Synod-Namibia, Disaster 
Response, home Life, hunger, Lutheran youth 
organization, Men’s Ministry, Generosity, aMMPaRo 
welcoming, and Racial Justice advocacy. 

other committees that will meet at the event 
include the Compensation Committee and S.a.F.e. 
Ministry Team. 

There is no cost to attend. Lunch is included. To 
register, call the synod oice, 319-352-1414, by 
wednesday, Sept. 12, or email Kathy Liddle, liddlek@

neiasynod.org.

‘one year to Live’ Men’s Retreat 
Nov. 2-4, 2018 

Camp ewalu, Strawberry Point

Men of all ages are invited 
to a fall session of the “one 
year to Live” Men’s Retreat, 
set for Nov. 2 - 4 at Camp 
ewalu.

Presented by Lutheran 
Men in Mission in partner-
ship with the Northeastern 
Iowa Synod and Camp ewalu, this 45-hour spiritual 
boot camp gives men an opportunity to band to-
gether to reexamine their life and priorities, and dis-
cover how God has equipped them to live.

The weekend begins at 5:30 p.m. on Friday and con-
cludes at 3 p.m. on Sunday. Cost to attend is $200 
if registered by Friday, oct. 19; $225 after that date. 
Lodging, meals and retreat materials are included. 
Partial scholarships are available.

To learn more, download the brochure/registration 
form at www.neiasynod.org/ministries/mens-minis-

try or call Jim Rathe at 319-231-5749.
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He also credits Kem, who has been 
in the community for 13 years, for 
welcoming and mentoring Woodley 
and his wife, Nicole, who is also a 
pastor for First Lutheran, where 
they have served since 2015.

“We don’t have to question each 
other’s legitimacy as Christians,” 
Woodley says. “The ability to work 
as colleagues is that much stronger.”

Woodley believes that having the 
Lutheran students learn with kids 
from a different faith background 
brings greater diversity to the learn-
ing experience. When talking about 
faith topics, such as baptism or 
Easter, the pastors point to both 
catechisms to show a foundation for 
the beliefs that Martin Luther and 
The Reformed theologians taught 
years ago and how those beliefs are 
similar and different. The First Lu-
theran students learn the Lutheran 
Confessions and how they have 
meaning in the broader Christian 
community.

“Sometimes it’s easier to learn what 
something means when it’s sitting 
next to something that contrasts 
with it,” Woodley says. “This creates 
a lot of great conversations about 
the topics every week.” 

About the same time that the joint 
conirmation started, the three 
congregations also began sharing 
Sunday school to alleviate the dif-
iculty of recruiting teachers for the 
small number of students in each 
congregation. Located within one 
block of each other, the congrega-
tions take turns hosting classes for 
pre-kindergarten through elemen-
tary, junior high, and high school 
students. Members from all congre-
gations teach and lead songs and 
activities. 

“We don’t have to recruit anymore,” 
Woodley says. “We have so many 
new teachers, including many 
young adults who wouldn’t have 
been involved otherwise. We see the 
fun and excitement people are ex-
periencing as part of shared Sunday 
school.”

The numbers of students from each 
congregation luctuates year to 
year, but the overall numbers have 
remained steady, with 58 students 
in pre-kindergarten through high 
school and 12 teachers, song lead-
ers and activity leaders. In addition 
to Sunday morning classes, the 
students will share four special pro-
grams in the coming year for Lent, 

Palm Sunday, Christmas and Rally 
Sunday. 

One year, Lutherans made up half 
of the high school Sunday school 
class, but in the past year there was 
only one. “Having a better pool of 
numbers has helped maintain the 
increased participation of students 
and teachers,” Woodley says. “We 
couldn’t have Sunday school if we 
weren’t doing it together.”

Woodley adds that the shared pro-
grams have helped connect more 
committees and people from First 
Lutheran in church activities. “It’s 
neat to see the energy and enthusi-
asm as more people get involved.”

above, members of the 
joint conirmation class 
that First Lutheran, Clari-
on, shares with the local 
Presbyterian and United 
Church of Christ churches 
help prepare food for 
the annual harvest Fest. 
Right, conirmation and 
Sunday school students 
from the three churches 
share duties at a brunch 
to support disaster relief 
and the local ministerial 
association. 

Congregations build on community to transform conirmation
<< Continued from page 3
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Congregations, youth groups, fami-
lies and others are invited to join 
the Northeastern Iowa Synod in 
supporting the young adults who 
will begin a year of service through 
the Young Adults in Global Mission 
(YAGM) program. 

As part of the companion synod 
relationship between this synod and 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Hungary, the Northeastern Iowa 
Synod has committed to sponsoring 
the seven YAGM volunteers who 
will serve in Hungary for the 2018-
2019 year. 

These young adults will serve at 
schools, day-care centers, homeless 
shelters, programs that support the 
Roma community, and more. Five 
other YAGM volunteers with con-
nections to the Northeastern Iowa 
Synod are among the 80 young 
adults who will begin serving in 14 
countries in September.

HOW TO SUPPORT THESE YOUNG 

ADULTS

Congregations and individuals 
are invited to help support these 
YAGMs by following their blogs, 
subscribing to their newsletters, 
connecting with them online, writ-
ing them letters, praying for them, 
and sponsoring them with inancial 
assistance. The full cost to support 
a YAGM for one year of service is 
$15,000. Each person serving as a 
YAGM commits to raising $5,000 
to support his or her year of service. 
Other contributors to the ELCA 
help fund the remaining $10,000 
per young adult in program costs.

To learn how you can support these 
YAGM volunteers, contact Pastor 
Mark Anderson, assistant to the 

Bishop, 319-352-1414 or ander-
sonm@neiasynod.org.

2018-2019 YAGM GROUP SERVING  

IN HUNGARY

Join the Northeastern Iowa Synod 
in following these young adults 
during their year of service as Young 
Adults in Global Mission in Hun-
gary.

Callie Arednt 

Callie will be based in 
Szeged where she will 
help with congrega-
tional ministries, in-
cluding youth groups, 
bible studies and wor-
ship services. Callie 
will also tutor for an afterschool 
program that offers academic and 
social support for Roma students 
and help with an after-school activ-
ity center.

Jonathan Banauch 

Jonathan will serve 
in Szarvas, assisting 
with English language 
classes in the Luther-
an primary school and 
elementary school, 
and he will also be 
present in the Roma culture classes 
of the local elementary school. In 
addition, Jonathan will serve with 
the congregational choir and the 
high school Lutheran youth group.

John Baynton 

John will serve in 
congregational minis-
tries of the Lutheran 
Church in Piliscsaba. 
He will assist in com-
munity activities at a 
diaconal ministry that 
serves as a home for people living 

with disabilities, help with children 
at the Lutheran pre-school, and 
assist with academic tutoring and 
activities in an after-school program 
for Roma young people. 

Sydney Ewing 
Sydney will be based 
in Pilis where she will 
serve with the diacon-
al ministries of the 
Lutheran Church in 
Hungary. Sydney will 
serve alongside other 
teachers and care-takers at a home 
for orphans where at least half of 
the children are Roma. She will also 
help with a family shelter that pro-
vides social services for Roma and 
low-income families in the area.

Taylor Walker 

Taylor will serve in 
Budapest with a high 
school and Phiren 
Amenca, a non-proit 
organization that 
seeks to build rela-
tionships between 
Roma and non-Roma young people 
through service learning and non-
formal education and workshops. 
Other ministry possibilities in-
clude assisting with the activities 
of the Integration Services Center, 
which is a ministry of the Lutheran 
Church in Hungary that focuses 
on welcoming refugees and provid-
ing social work support, language 
classes, and community.

Tony Yang & Tabby Sanderson 

Tony and 
Tabby are 
a recently 
married 
couple 
who will 
spend 

Meet the young adults in Global Mission
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their irst year of marriage serving 
in Nyíregyháza where they will serve 
with ministries of the Lutheran 
Churches and Lutheran Diaconal 
Ministries. They will have oppor-
tunities to serve alongside students 
of the Lutheran Roma College Pro-
gram, assist with a religion educa-
tion class at a bilingual Lutheran 
elementary school and high school, 
plan and lead activities for youth 
living in a transitional family home, 
serve food at the daily center that 
cares for people who are homeless 
or who have addictions, assist with 
worship and arts and crafts activi-
ties for a home for women living 
with disabilities, assist in the weekly 
conirmation class, and sing in 
the church choir. Pastor Erzsébet 
Molnár, who has visited the North-
eastern Iowa Synod, will be their 
mentor. 

YAGM CONNECTIONS TO THIS SYNOD 

Five young adults with connections 
to the Northeastern Iowa Synod are 
also serving in the YAGM program 
for the 2018-2019 year. Please keep 
them in your prayers:

Eli Yackel-Juleen — One in Faith 
Parish, Elkader, serving in Jerusa-
lem and the West Bank.

Grant Holsinger — First Lutheran 
Church and Luther College, Deco-
rah, serving in Australia.

Gabrielle Laske — Luther Col-
lege, Decorah, serving in Argentina/
Uruguay.

Rachel Perkins — Wartburg Col-
lege, Waverly, Southern Africa.

Owen Schleif — Luther College, 
Decorah, serving in Mexico.

Read more at www.neiasynod.org/
yagm.

Take a break for the Fall Conference
Oct. 14-16, 2018  

Best western Midway hotel 
Dubuque, Iowa 

Rostered ministers (pastors and deacons) and 
spouses are invited to step away from their 
everyday ministry contexts to relax, rejuvenate and 
refresh with their colleagues at the Northeastern 
Iowa Synod’s Fall Theological Conference. 

The event takes place at the Best western Midway 
hotel in Dubuque, beginning with 4 p.m. check-in 
on Sunday, oct. 14, and ending at 12 noon Tuesday, 
oct. 16 with lunch. 

The conference will feature theological discussions, 
workshops, worship services, group meals, time with the Bishop, and 
designated free time. Spouses will have their own breakout session for 
conversation with Bishop Steven Ullestad and Jennifer Prinz of Portico 
on Sunday afternoon.

The Rev. Dr. Samuel Giere, associate professor of homiletics and Biblical 
Interpretation at wartburg Theological Seminary, will be the keynote 
speaker. he will lead four sessions on Monday and Tuesday mornings 
to speak about “Incarnation, Subversive Faith, Public word.” The pre-
sentations will look at the erosion of trust in the political climate and 
how it impacts the church and how people speak and hear the word. 
Biblical texts will be from advent and Christmas of the upcoming year 
C lectionary. In addition, Giere will ofer an optional session on Monday 
afternoon on “Jesus, Prayer, Bagpipes, and Communio.”

Giere has been a member of the wTS staf since 2006. he is active in 
inclusivity and diversity work in the Dubuque community, serves on the 
Candidacy Committee in the Southeastern Iowa Synod, plays bagpipes 
with the Dubuque Fire Pipes & Drums, dabbles with photography, and is 
the creator of www.withearstohear.org. 

The Fall Conference includes built-in free time for Monday afternoon. 
Information about tourism opportunities in the Dubuque area will be 
available at check-in. 

Special room rates of $79.99 per night are available if reserved through 
the hotel by Friday, Sept. 14. Registration for the conference is $95 per 
person, which includes three meals. Conference registration is due 
Friday, Sept. 28. Download the registration form/brochure at www.

neiasynod.org/event.

Rev. Dr. Samuel Giere
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Two safeguarding workshops ofered
Two free training sessions of the “Safeguarding God’s Children” program will 
be ofered in September. The sessions will provide information to help church 
staf and volunteers learn how to protect the 
children they know and care for in their personal 
lives and in their church ministries.

Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2018 

Nazareth, Cedar Falls, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
To register, call Nazareth at 319-266-7589.

Sunday, Sept. 16, 2018 

St. Paul Lutheran, Volga, 1 - 4 p.m. 
To register, call St. Paul at 563-933-6127.

Now that school is in session, the 
hopes of parents and grandpar-
ents are being realized. 

Some hope their children will 
learn math and science so they 
will get good jobs. Some hope 
they will learn history and social 
studies so they will be good 

citizens. I hope they will learn to 
be grateful, so that they will be 
happy. When children are grate-
ful for all that their parents do for 
them, the family unit is stronger, 
expectations are reasonable, and 
sharing is easier. 

Schools, of course, can’t teach 
gratefulness. This must be taught 
at home, as it is modeled by the 
parents. The parents should learn 
gratefulness at church. 

Scripture 
teaches us that 
all we have 
comes from 
God. Grate-
ful members 
are generous 
in their time, 
talent and 
treasure. They also bring to the 
congregation a warm, grace-illed, 
forgiving attitude. Congregations 
with grateful members are grate-
ful themselves, participating in 
Christ’s mission through Mission 
Support. 

As congregations model grateful 
generosity to families, so parents 
are models to their children  — 
because parents and grandparents 
are the earliest and best of teach-
ers. 

— Pastor Mark Anderson 
Assistant to the Bishop

To download this article or other stew-

ardship resources, www.neiasynod.org/

ministries/generosity.

Gratefulness is the best lesson

“As congregations model grateful 

generosity to families, so parents 

are models to their children.”

GeneRosITy

oBITuaRy
Pastor Bob Browne died on aug. 
14, 2018, at the age of 75. he was 
ordained on July 26, 1992. he 
served as pastor at Zion, Readlyn, 
and as associate pastor at our 
Savior’s, waterloo. he retired on 
Jan. 1, 2010.

a memorial service is pending at 
our Savior’s Lutheran Church in 
waterloo. 

donate to Iowa 
Tornado Relief
Donations are still being accepted to 
help the Lutheran Disaster Response 
team respond to tornadoes that hit Mar-
shalltown, Pella and Bondurant on July 
19. The statewide LDR Team is a partner-
ship of Lutheran Services in Iowa and the 
three Iowa synods of the eLCa.

Marshalltown and Pella were struck by 
eF-3 tornadoes, with winds reaching up 
to 144 miles per hour. Bondurant was 
struck by an eF-2 tornado. 

No lives were lost, but at least 50 people 
were injured, and many families have 
been displaced. The damage to busi-
nesses  — including a hospital and city 
buildings — homes, and vehicles is 
extensive. 

Please consider donating to this relief 
efort and lifting up in prayer those 
afected by these storms. 

To mail a donation, designate “2018 Iowa 
Tornado Relief” in the memo line of the 
check and mail to: Lutheran Services in 

Iowa, Attn.: 2018 Iowa Tornado Relief, 106 

16th St. SW, Waverly, IA 50677.

Donations can also be made online at 
https://lsiowa.org/disasterrelief.
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Register for Lock-In
Oct. 12-13, 2018 

UNI wellness Center, Cedar Falls

early bird registration for the Middle School Lock-in is due 
Friday, Sept. 28. The cost to attend is $40 per student if regis-
tered by Sept. 28. after that date the fee increases to $50. 

The lock-in will feature opening prayer, worship, a large 
group activity, pizza, and free time for recreational activities, 
including swimming, volleyball, basketball, racket ball, ping 
pong, climbing wall and inlatables. also included will be an in-
teractive course about the eLCa Global Farm Challenge, which 
is the theme for the lock-in.

The event is set for oct. 12 - 13 at the UNI wellness Center in 
Cedar Falls. Registration materials and a lier can be download-
ed at http://lutheranstudentcenter.org/events/jr-high-lock-

in. To learn more, contact Jon Fry at the Lutheran Student 
Center at 319-266-1653 or lscuni@uni.edu.

ConGReGaTIonsevenTs

sePTeMBeR evenTs 
3 Ofice closed, Labor Day
6 Meeting, Interim Ministry Colleague Group,  
  9:30-11:30 a.m.
6 Meeting, Youth Ministry Network, Zion/St. John,  
  Shefield, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
9 Event, “God’s work. Our hands.” ELCA Day of  
  Service 
11 Event, Safeguarding God’s Children, Nazareth,  
  Cedar Falls, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
12 Meeting, Executive Committee, Synod Ofice,  
  9 a.m.
15 Meeting, LYON, Synod Ofice, 10-11 a.m.
16 Event, Safeguarding God’s Children, St. Paul,  
  Volga, 1-4 p.m.
22 Event, Fall Leadership Event, St. Paul’s, Waverly,  
  9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
22 Meeting, Synod Council, St. Paul’s, Waverly,  
  12:45 p.m.-3 p.m.

oCToBeR evenTs 
4 Meeting, Interim Ministry Colleague Group,  
  9:30-11:30 a.m.
4 Meeting, Youth Ministry Network, Decorah  
  (location TBD), 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
12-13 Event, Middle School Lock-In, UNI Wellness  
   Center, Cedar Falls
14-16 Event, Fall Theological Conference, Best  
   Western Midway, Dubuque
27 Meeting, LYON, Synod Ofice, 10-11 a.m.

noveMBeR evenTs 
1 Meeting, Interim Ministry Colleague Group,  
  9:30-11:30 a.m.
1 Meeting, Youth Ministry Network, St. Petri, Story  
  City, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 
2-4 Event, LMM Men’s Retreat “One Year to Live,” 
  Camp Ewalu, Strawberry Point
3 Meeting, Synodical Women’s Organization Board,  
  Synod Ofice, 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
10 Meeting, (snow date) Synodical Women’s  
  Organization Board
17 Meeting, LYON, Synod Ofice, 10-11 a.m.
22-23 Ofice Closed, Thanksgiving 

deCeMBeR evenTs 
6 Meeting, Interim Ministry Colleague Group,  
  9:30-11:30 a.m.
6 Meeting, Youth Ministry Network, Immanuel,  
  Cresco, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
7-8  Meeting, Candidacy Committee, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 
8 Meeting, LYON, Synod Ofice, 10-11 a.m. 
17-25 Ofice Closed, Christmas

InsTaLLInG 
Rev. Dr. Brian Beckstrom, Dean of Spiritual Life and  
 Moehlmann Chaplaincy Chair at Wartburg College,  
 Waverly, Sept. 5

InTeRvIewInG 
Dysart, Zion 
Janesville, Messiah and Denver, St. John (Maxield)  
 (Unity  of the Cross Parish of Bremer County) 

seLF-sTudy 
Castalia, Zion  
Cedar Falls, Bethlehem, Rev. Audrey Lukasak, interim 
Cedar Falls, St. John, Rev. Paul Svingen, interim 
Charles City, Messiah 
Chester, United 
Denver, St. Peter, Rev. Charis Combs-Lay, interim 
Dows, First 
Dubuque, St. Peter 
Independence, Immanuel (staff) 
Mason City, St. Paul 
Nashua, St. John, Rev. Diane Odermann, interim  
Radcliffe, Our Savior’s and Zion 
Rockwell, St. Peter and Thornton, St. Paul 
Sumner, St. Peter (Richield) and Waucoma, St. John  
 (Stapleton) 
Tripoli, St. John (Crane Creek)  
Waukon, St. John, Rev. Bill Odermann, interim
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

H. George Anderson 
Fund for Leaders  
Bethlehem, Manly

1

St. Paul, Marble Rock

2

Rev. Kenneth h. 
hatland, Louisville, Col.
Rev. James a. Sandvik, 

Sioux City
Rev. Robert a. 

Scheurer, Rockford

3

our Saviour’s,  
Mason City

4

Betty J. Urlaub, 
Garnavillo

5

Rev. Dr. walter C. 
Bouzard, waverly

amy B. wrightsman, 
Decorah

6
edna Kamper, algona

7
St. James, Mason City

8

Rev. o. Paul hougen, 
Decorah

9

Rev. Selmer G. hernes, 
Forest City

10
St. Paul, Mason City

11
Trinity, Mason City

12
St. Paul, Maynard

13

First evangelical, 
McGregor

14

Rev. Nathan h. 
Clements,  

La Porte City
Rev. James e. 

Klosterboer, McGregor

15

 St. Paul, Monona

16

Middle East Peace 
Rev. James J. 

Carstensen,  
Raymond, Miss.

Rev. Joshua L. Schunk, 
oelwein

17
alice M. Martin, asbury

18

Rev. hillary e. 
Burns-Kite, Garnavillo
Rev. David R. Nelson, 

Decorah

19

Rev. Gary a. hedding, 
Cedar Falls

20
St. John, Nashua

21
Trinity, New hampton

22

St. Luke, Nora Springs

23

Rev. erika J. Kielstrup, 
Monona

24

Rev. Charles D. ager, 
Strawberry Point

25

Rev. Paul C. Nelson, 
waverly

Rev. Dawn L. Pederson, 
Belmond

26

Rev. Megan e. Graves, 
waterloo

27

Rev. Vincent C. Fricke, 
waverly

Deacon Susan a. 
Garbes, Nashua

28
First, Northwood

29
Rev. Michael G. 

ashman, La Porte City
Rev. James h. 

Carpenter, waverly
Rev. Kathryn h. wicks, 

Dubuque

30

Portico Beneit Services will ofer two 
live webinars in october to help make 
retirement planning easier. 

These free sessions will cover a variety 
of topics from investing to Social 
Security, with live presenters from 
Portico ready to answer questions. 

Can I Aford to Retire? 

Thursday, Oct. 4, 2-3 p.m.  

Learn about the costs of retirement,  
how to achieve investment goals, and 
what resources are available to help 
choose investments and stay on track 
for retirement.

Can I Create a Sustainable Income  

in Retirement? 

Thursday, Oct. 11, 2-3 p.m.  

Learn about options for withdraw-
ing money from the eLCa retirement 
account, how the eLCa Participating 
annuity works, and strategies to make 
the most of Social Security. 

To register for a live webinar, visit 
https://www.porticobeneits.org/

NewsEvents/Events/Pre-Retirement-

Seminars. Registered participants will 
be able to submit questions during 
the live webinar. each webinar will 
then be archived and available for 
online viewing anytime.

Portico Pre-Retirement webinar series host a Little Pantry
Congregations are reminded to 
consider hosting a Little Free 
Pantry to provide nonperishable 
food and personal care items for 
neighborhood families.

Members of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
and Redeemer Lutheran, waverly, 
will be assembling the pantries in 
partnership with the Northeastern 
Iowa Synod hunger Network. 

any congregation willing to 
display and maintain a box should 
contact alison Pettit, hunger 
Network facilitator, at 319-352-
1325 or alisonp@redeemerwaver-

ly.org.



stuff in my mail box,
including most of the bills
and newsletters. I have
chosen to go paperless in
most instances and
eliminate the need to shred
and recycle. I also like that
I no longer misplace them. I can easily find things—
especially my favorite recipes! I can keep track of my
appointments, payments and records.

My message to you—“Let your Faith be Bigger than
Your Fear! Sing to the Lord a New Song!”
Check It Out!
neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca neiasynod.org Global
Health Ministries at https://www.ghm.org/hands-on-projects
LWR at https://lwr.org/get-involved/build-kits-of-care

Monthly publications of newsletters can be sent to your
email inbox or accessed through neiasynod.org website.
Star e-newsletter; Good News e-newsletter; Youth Ministry
e-newsletter; Living Faith at Home; God’s Work. Our Blog;
Bold Connections; Café.

View YouTube channel from neiasynod for videos about
Mission Support, Malaria Campaign, Social Media and more.
Learn about Disaster Response, Generosity, articles on
Stewardship, Ministry Support and Congregational Giving.
Promote your church and synod with photos—Facebook,
Pinterest, Instagram, Flicker, new—
https://m.facebook.com/neiaswo NE IA Women of the ELCA
Be sure to like us to promote our purpose and faith.

Make today the day to learn something new!
Submitted by Della Benson

Justice Committee
Why is there so much evil in the world? We see it in the

newspapers, on television, radio and hear it from neighbors
and acquaintances. We hear about sex trafficking, abducted
persons, lack of care for children, lack of faithfulness in
family relationships, missing persons, mass murders, careless
use of guns. One might ask, “Where is the God of justice?”
What can WE do? We can put our efforts into prayer.

The women of the ELCA have had a summer Bible Study
series on “Prayer.” It is important for us to take all concerns
to God in prayer. We can pray that all may get to know Christ
and follow his example in how we should live. We can be
watchful within our neighborhoods. We can be charitable
givers to the poor and needy, the hungry, the sick and the
maimed. Our faith needs to be filled with love. Faith requires

From the President
Gathering Planning 2019?
What a magnificent day we had in June when we
gathered to laugh, learn and love the Lord! I wanted to
share with you some of the wonderful and insightful
comments you shared with us on the evaluation forms.
As a board, we always spend some time with these
evaluations, because it is the way we have to improve
and make the next gathering even better! Some really
liked the worship service, but would like to have had
music to help with the singing. Many were inspired by
Pastor Anita's sermon.
 We always struggle with allowing enough time
between things for shopping, bathroom breaks and just
getting from place to place. Some want more time,
others less. Some of you enjoyed the smaller portioned
and healthier options for the luncheon, others not so
much….  In the past, voting members have asked for
shorter business sessions, but then we receive comments
that voters feel as if what they are doing is unimportant.
Nothing could be farther from the truth! Without you we
would have no board members, nominating committee
and no budget!

You appreciated the variety of interest sessions this
year and a few expressed sorrow at having to choose.
The Bremwood students who shared their worship
experiences with you were definitely one of the
favorites, but Pastor Mark Anderson and the Bishop also
received very positive comments. Quite a few
appreciated the creative experience of making their first
mandalas with Sister Bernadine and others learned new
things about life on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation,
LSI foster parenting and planned giving in the ELCA.
Overwhelmingly, Pastor Kevin Doely, musical
ventriloquist, brought down the house! Some even
mused “how we could possibly top that next year!” I am
not sure, but with the guidance of the Spirit we are
going to try! Thank you for sharing with us!

Blessed to be a Woman of the ELCA, Diane Wills

Stewardship Committee
Staying Connected
Faith is like wi-fi. It’s invisible, but has the power to
connect you to what you need!

Viewing things online has allowed me to de-clutter
and simplify my life. I no longer receive paper copies of

As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by

the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings,
engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.
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Good News

FOUND
a pair of glasses with neck chain in
name tag box after the gathering.
Please call or email Diane Wills for
their return.

http://www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca
http://www.neiasynod.org
https://www.ghm.org/hands-on-projects
https://lwr.org/get-involved/build-kits-of-care
http://www.neiasynod.org
https://m.facebook.com/neiaswo


CALENDAR
Sept. 1 Deadline for Oct. Good News
Sept. 14 Riverside Cluster F Fall  Gathering, Synod office,

10:30 am, Wild Carrot Tearoom, noon,
Bremwood, 1 pm

Sept. 29 Upper Iowa River Cluster D Gathering @ Decorah
Lutheran, 9 a.m.

Oct. 1 Deadline for Nov. Good News
Oct. 20 Living Waters Cluster G Gathering, Rock Creek

Church, Osage, 8:30–11:30 a.m.
Nov. 1 Deadline for Dec. Good News
Nov. 3 LWR Truck Loading, Olson’s Explosives,

Decorah, 7:30–10:30 a.m.
 Ingathering for C, E and H, Fredsville Lutheran,

rural Cedar Falls, 8:30–11:00 a.m.
Dec. 1 Deadline for January Good News

2019
Apr. 13 LWR Ingathering, St. Peter LC, Denver
June 22 32nd Annual NE IA Women of the ELCA

Gathering, Wartburg College, Waverly
Nov. 9 LWR Ingathering, St. Peter LC, Denver

deeds to be authentic. (Faith without works is dead.) We
need to be doers of the word and not hearers only.

At Bartels Retirement Community, Pastor Sandra
Burroughs has been doing sessions on the letter of James.
We all need to be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to
anger. Anger gets many into trouble and sometimes they
use destructive weapons. Be patient, kind, peaceful,
charitable and just. Always be JOYFUL and LOVE one
another. GOD IS LOVE! Submitted by Millie Dieter

Discipleship Committee
What Does Our Logo Mean?
Our logo—with the cross, water and a white lily—
identifies women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America as children of God; baptized, forgiven, adopted
into God’s family, full of grace and hope in eternal life. It
is a reminder of the growth, beauty, and vitality that rises
out of that life-giving baptismal water. It is also a reminder
of the mission of the church to “Go, therefore, make
disciples of all nations; baptize them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew
28:19). https://www.womenoftheelca.org/tools-for-leaders
Submitted by Jan Harbaugh

NEIA Women of the ELCA Executive Board

Diane Wills, President
 641-425-8628    wills.dianes@gmail.com

Jan Harbaugh, Vice President
563-412-8906 jan.harbaugh@gmail.com

Anna Jetson, Secretary
952-240-9569     amjetson@yahoo.com

Beverly Sheridan, Treasurer
563-382-9025 sherida701@gmail.com
701 Serenity Drive
Decorah, IA 52101

Good News
Editor Jan Harbaugh
112 W. Wilbur St., Hawkeye, IA 52147
563-412-8906    jan.harbaugh@gmail.com
Articles are due the 1st of the month for the next month's newsletter (e.g.  April
1 for May issue). Please put WELCA in your subject line. (You can also send
paper copies by “snail” mail.)

Contact Women of the ELCA at:
773.380.2730 or 800.638.3522, ext. 2730
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
8765 W. Higgins Road
Chicago, IL 60631-4189
NEIA Women of the ELCA website:
neiasynod.org/women-of-the-ELCA

Around the
Synod
What a
wonderful
trip

On July 30
& 31, 34
Women of the
ELCA from the
NE Iowa Synod
went on a visit
to
Minneapolis/St. Paul to deliver the in-kind gifts you all
brought to the Gathering in June. We had a van full of soap
and bandages, and three vans full of excited ladies. You will
find pictures of our adventures at
www.facebook.com/NEIASWO/ , as well as at
neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca.

Monday we started with a terrific tour of the LWR
warehouse https://lwr.org/. Some of those quilts & kits
bundles were from you all. Then we made a visit to the
Hmong Village Center. After checking into our motel, about
20 of us went to the ball game at Target Field. It was a great
game—a pitchers’ battle right up to the bottom of the ninth,
when the “good guys” pulled the win off with some very
interesting strategy.

Tuesday we began the day at Global Health Ministries
https://www.ghm.org/. Did you know that every institution
that applies for materials from GHM has to be certified by
the local Lutheran bishop? I didn’t. They do all their work
with over 1,000 volunteers, sending a shipping container
once a month, and they’re working on growing. They also
take quilts and baby kits, but all for hospitals in 13 countries
across the world. We got to do some of the sorting and rough
packing while we were there.

Finally, it was off to Mary’s Place, an amazing center
just around the corner from the stadium. They offer interim
housing, care for 500 children, and feed about 500 people a
day. At Mary’s place we brought socks and coloring books.
To find out more, go to www.sharingandcaringhands.org

If there is interest, we could plan another of these field
trips. It’s worth it! Submitted by Jan Harbaugh

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/tools-for-leaders
mailto:wills.dianes@gmail.com
mailto:jan.harbaugh@gmail.com
mailto:jpogge1233@gmail.com
mailto:amjetson@yahoo.com
mailto:sherida701@gmail.com
mailto:jan.harbaugh@gmail.com
http://www.womenoftheelca.org/
http://www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-ELCA
http://www.neiasynod.org/women-of-the-ELCA
www.facebook.com/NEIASWO/?modal=admin_todo_tour
www.facebook.com/NEIASWO/?modal=admin_todo_tour
neiasynod.org/women-of-the-elca
https://lwr.org/?gclid=CjwKCAjwtIXbBRBhEiwAWV-5ngxrQa41ZTM8A8VZnS835KWs_ueas3KTvlEDVirZ5TPkVN-gucKJihoCov4QAvD_BwE
https://www.ghm.org/
www.sharingandcaringhands.org
www.sharingandcaringhands.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Living Faith 
 

This information has been prepared for you by the 
Northeastern Iowa Synod- 

Home Life Network 
for use by families and local congregations. For more ideas about how you can pass on faith in your homes 

go to: http://www.neiasynod.org  Find us on Facebook! 

Give Us 

this day 

our 

daily 

bread 

Dear Fellow Soul Shapers, 
No matter where we live, or what we do, or 
what we like, we have a few things in common. 
We all need air to breath water to drink, a safe 
place to live, nutritious food to eat, and people 
who love us. Living where we do, we are 
blessed to have all of these things and we 
should never take any of it  for granted. 
One of the joys of being a parent grandparent 
is when the entire family gathers. We always 
gather around some kind of a meal, be it a 
summer cook out, holiday celebration, or going 
out for the birthday dinners. No matter what we 
are gathering for, we ask for God to bless our 
food and bless our time together. 
One time we were having pizza with our 
grandkids at a local restaurant. We asked them 
which prayer we should do, and one of them 
lead the prayer just as the pizza arrived. We 
were surprised when one of the other 
customers came over commented on the 
prayer and told us that he appreciated seeing a 
family praying together.  
Now that my family is grown and gone, 
mealtimes spent together are precious and 
cherished times for me. As I look at research, I 
am noticing that families eating is not as 
common as it use to be. Families are busy and 
being pulled in thousands of different 
directions. This issue of Living Faith@Home 
and a downloadable resource called  “Potluck” 
offer some ideas of how to reclaim the Family 
Dinner Table. Blessings on the Journey,  
Elayne Werges, Deacon 

Cross Roads Lutheran Parish- 
Osage and Nora Springs, Iowa  

 

Reclaiming the 
Family Dinner 

Table 

Eating meals together 
as a family makes a 

difference: 

• The average parent spends 38.5 minutes 
per week in meaningful conversation with 
their children.  

• Family dinners are more important than 
play, story time and other family events in 
the development of vocabulary of younger 
children. 

• Frequent family meals are associated with 
a lower risk of smoking, drinking and using 
drugs; with a lower incidence of depressive 
symptoms and suicidal thoughts; and with 
better grades in 11 to 18 year olds. 

• Kids who eat most often with their parents 
are 40% more likely to say they get mainly 
A’s and B’s in school than kids who have 
two or fewer family dinners a week.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tips to Reclaim Family Time 
• Make dinner a special family time. Turn off the TV, take the 

phone off the hook, dim the lights, light candles, and have a 
relaxing time together. Or, if you prefer, engage young 
children in a creative theme dinner like a picnic on the living 
room floor. Use your imagination and choose the approach 
that suits your family best. Pray together. 

Make a Placemat…. 
Take a minute to teach manners….Plan a formal 

dinner with all the silverware and best china (You 

can get a few pieces of china at second hand stores 

for a very reasonable price, or borrow grandma’s) 

Google manners and do some research of why there 

are so many forks. Decorate pieces of paper and use 

for a placemat. Include a meal prayer on the 

placemat. Write each name on the placemat or make 

a place card by using a 4x4 inch piece of cardstock 

folded in two. Write each name on them. Mix up 

where you sit. 

 Have fun and use your imagination with your place 

mats. 

 
Looking for some meal time fun activities? 
Find a free downloadable resource available 
at neiasynod.org website. Click on the Youth 
and Family Tab, You will find it under the  
 
‘Ideas and Resources” tab. If you are looking 
for LF@H newsletters, click on the Home 
Life Tab. There you will find Living Faith 
Newsletters and a link to the resource pages. 

 

Let’s Have a Pot Luck! 
Call up your friends, neighbors, or family and invite them over for 

an impromptu pot luck supper. Have them bring whatever they are 

planning to have for supper, or have them bring a dish or two to 

share and something to grill.  

After supper play “Spoons” or your favorite game. Or just sit out on 

the yard and talk. Eating and spending time together makes 

memories.  
 

Pot Luck…. A Meal 
Time  Resource  

 

• Focus on positives. Don’t use mealtime as a time to criticize, complain, or argue. Treat each 
other with respect and affection. Let the little things ride; who cares if junior is wiggly at the 
table or little sis dribbles milk? Save the discussions of homework and messy bedrooms for 
another time. 

• Decide together how you can make high-quality family time a habit. Are there one or two days a 
week that you all can commit to for a fun family dinner? What do you need to clear from your 
schedule to make that happen? 

• And when dinnertime doesn’t work, how about a snack and a family board game at bedtime?  
 
Based on tips from Martha Farrell Erickson from the University of Minnesota 

 


